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Legal and Extralegal Factors
Name
Institution

Legal factors include the rules that have been created to ensure the citizens adhere to the will of the jurisdiction in which they are in (Reitler et al., 2013). Extralegal factors, on the other hand, include age, gender, and race among others. There are legal and extralegal factors, which influence the processing of female offenders.

According to Reitler et al., 2013, women are viewed by the courts and more specifically by most of the female judges to have fewer recidivism risks, and thus are given more lenient sentencing than men who according to them have a higher crime rate. There is, therefore, no consistency regarding sentencing the male and female offenders. The male offenders tend to be punished more than the female offenders for similar crimes. For instance, judges impose harsher punishments for male sex offenders as compared to the female offenders. Additionally, there is a perception that men tend to commit more serious offenses and have extensive criminal records than the women, and thus receive harsher sentences than the women. 

There is tension regarding guidelines that outline a gender-neutral implementation of the law. The law emphasizes uniform processing between the male and female offenders. According to the law, factors such as the severity of the offense committed and the type of crime committed should be considered and not gender (Reitler et al., 2013). However, despite the legal factors being clearly outlined, there still exists gender disparities when it comes to processing offenders. Women still receive favorable sentences than their male counterparts; they are treated more leniently because of the perception that they are less criminals than men. 

The law must be uniformly applied regardless of gender. Sentencing should be done purely on the merits and demerits of the case with the law being the basis of deciding the case. No other factors should be considered by the judges when sentencing offenders. For instance, if a man and a woman murder under similar circumstances, they must be uniformly sentenced.
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